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Selective Service changes ` ` 
keep it marching along in step 


DEAR ABBY: Your fans have re- 
cently pointed out the advantages and 
disadvantages of bachelorhood. In a 
response to "Proud Bachelor, you 
said, “And let's not forget that bache- 
lorhood has its privileges. In time of 
war, they get to go first." 

Although this was true at one time, 
itis no longer true. The Selective Ser- 
vice has also changed with the 
times in an effort to deliver manpow- 
er needed by the Department of De- 
fense in an emergency in the time re- 
quired, and to do so with equity. We 
believe we have accomplished this, 

Prior to the reforms of the early 
"70s, there were many inequities — 
student, occupational, paternity de- 
ferments: All these have been elimi- 
nated. In a future emergency, who 
would go will be determined by ran- 
dom selection based upon birthdate. 

The Selective Service also institut- 
ed other changes to assure a fair and 
just system of selection. The changes 
include board members who are 
trained and tative of the pub- 
lic they serve, and an. ized alter- 
native service for conscientious 


Peacetime registration has made it 

ible to mobilize our manpower in 

an emergency at least six weeks fast- 

er than if registration did not exist. 

Since the president reinstituted Selec- 

tive Service registration in 1980, over 

15.3 million young men, or over 99 per- 

cent of our draft-eligible population, 
have registered. 

So, Abby, whether a man is married 
or not doesn't matter. Each one of the 
15.3 million men who has made that 
trip to the post office to register with 
Selective Service deserves our thanks. 


TEM, WASHINGTON, D.C. 

DEAR MR. TURNAGE: And you 
have my thanks for the update as well 
as the information concerning the 
Changes in the Selective Service 
system. 

I found especially informative the 
reasons for deferments, postpone- 
ments and exemptions. I am sharing 
them with my readers: d 

— CONSCIENTIOUS OBJECTORS 


perform service to the nation in a 
manner consistent with their moral, 


tributing to the national interest. 


— MINISTERIAL STUDENTS are 
deferred from service until they com- 
plete their studies. 

— SURVIVING SONS OR BROTH- 
ERS in a family where the father, 
mother, brother or sister died as a re- 
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sult of U.S. military service, or is in a 
captured or in action status, 
are exempt from service in 


— HARDSHIP deferments are 
available for men whose induction 
would result in hardship to persons 
who depend upon them for support. 
— MEMBERS OF RESERVE 
COMPONENTS (including. the Na- 


tional Guard and advanced-level 
ROTC cadets who have already 

a Reserve contract) are eligi- 
ble for a separate classifica: and 


tion 
perform their military service in the - 


National Guard or the Reserves. 


— CERTAIN ELECTED OFFI- 
CIALS are exempt from service as 
long as they continue to hold office. 


— VETERANS generally are ex- 
empt from service in peacetime. ` 
— If an alien served at least 12 


months in the armed forces of a coun- - 


try with which the United States is 
involved in mutual defense activities, 
he is eligible for the same classifica- 
tion as a man who has completed U.S. 
military service. Is 

— Dual nationals may be exempted 
from U.S. military service if their oth- 
er country of nationality has a treaty 
or agreement with the United States 

» providing for such an exemption. ` 


DEAR ABBY: What would نامز‎ have _ 


done if you were served a 1 
lipstick on the rim of the glass? 


“do-unto-others” school. Were I 


hostess and a guest was served a drink 


with lipstick on the glass, I would ap- 


preciate having it called to my | 


attention. 


